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Die Wunder Der Alpen. By J. J. Schatz. 91 illustrations. F. Bruckmann, 
Verlag, Munich, 1949. 

THIS photographic anthology is produced by the well-known Editor of 
Der Bergsteiger, and the present volume is a reprint of the first edition 
(1944). The mountain beauty is explained to the reader in an intro
duction of ~ommendable brevity, and so the greater space is left for the 
really magnificent collection of photographs, by n1any well-known Swiss 
and German workers, with the addition of some good pictures by new 
men. 

The great rock precipices have their place . . . the Eiger N or.dwand, 
of course, but also the Dachstein · Sudwand, the Drei Zinn en, the 
Grubenkarspitze of the Karwendal, the Watzmann Ostwand. 

The alpine panoramas are also here in pictures by Gyger, Steiner, 
Gaberell. Such names as these are a guarantee of excellence in Swiss 
mountain photography. 

Pa~ticularly- notable, set alongside the wide expanses of scenery, are 
the incidents of adventure, the flashes of life among the vast immobility 
of the hills. Here perhaps a climber roping down a Dolomite overhang; 
there a roped party of ski-mountaineers in a snow storm; a small herd 
of leaping chamois., and, most remarkable of all, a Steinadler in the 
W ettersteingebirge. So amazing is this latter in· its detail that the 
cynic who has mastered double printing dares to wonder if perhaps 
nature has been reinforced by art ? Where, in fact, was the bird ? 

Other choice plates are to be remarked. A mist enveloped Guglia 
di Brenta, grey and fearsome ; a wild winter evening above the Val 
Gardena ; an avalanche on the Brenva face of Mont Blanc. 

Altogether a superb collection, reproduced with the technical 
excellence always seen in German picture books. · 

C. DouGLAS MILNER. 

Mountains in Colour. By F. S. Smythe. Pp. 155. 57 colour illustrations. 
Max Parrish & Co. Ltd. 1949. Price 25s. 

F. S. SMYTHE's last book of photographs is his best. He has selected 
from his large collection of fine colour transparencies some fifty -seven 
which illustrate his wide ... indeed incomparable ... range of 
mountain experience. The subjects are of the heights and the depths, 
from the almost monochromatic landscape of the high snows to the 
rich colour of autumn trees in the hills of New England. . 

The text covers his various Himalayan and Rocky Mountain explora
tions ; his holidays at home in the Lakes or. Wales or Scotland, and 
some recollections of Switzerland in summer and winter. There is 
perhaps a premonitory air in his writing, which blends autobiography 
with interesting descriptions of the countries he visited. 



REVIEWS 

The colour reproductions are among the most excellent yet seen. 
They are large in size and are printed on paper that is attractive as a 
vehicle, being pleasant to handle and free from the high gloss that is 
valuable for monochrome but quite unattractive for colour prints. 

The colours in the main are as close to nature as can be expected. 
Here and there a scene of wide contrast or unusual lighting has reached 
beyond the powers of colour film, but the more softly lit landscapes 
glow from the pages with a charm that marks, for the reviewer, a new 
level in colour printing. 

The colour balance is strongly influenced by the viewing light
more so than is usually the case with colour prints. Ordinary half-watt 
light seems best daylight reveals an apparent excess of blue in almost 
all the plates whilst the modern " tube " lighting is fatal, showing pur
pies and mauves instead of blues. 

The Himalayan series in general support Smythe's own view that 
high altitudes are best dealt with in monochrome ; Nilgiri Parbat in 
minute variations from a basic blue grey is less effective than in the 
dramatic black and white of his previous illustrations. The photo
graphs at lower levels, on the Tibetan plateau, emphasise the desolation 
of the landscape. · 

Some of the most effective colour is in the greyed hues and the subtle 
modulations of tint among our own hills. Two views of Skye (17/18) 
a panorama of the Lakeland fells from the Eskdale-Dunnerdale road (19) 
and a group from Wales (22/25) are among the best in the book. Swit
zerland is mainly seen from the roads. The picture of Curaglia is 
exquisite in colouring, softer than is usually seen, and better deserves the 
title of '' The Spirit of Switzerland '' than does the less attractive 
plate 26. 

The group from North America reveal the range and brilliance of 
colour to be found there, and Mr. Smythe has captured the richness of 
autumn particularly in plates 37, 53 and 55· The two dramatic sum
mits of Mounts Assiniboine and Robson are good, especially the former 
in a golden glow of sunrise. 

Altogether a very notable piece of craftsmanship on which the inter
national team of Max Parr ish, Ltd., in association with Chanticleer 
Press Inc. and the continental rotogravure printers Ten Hagen Nv. are 
to be congratulated, for they have produced a book that is in every way 
a worthy memorial to its distinguished author. 

C. DouGLAS MILNER. 

A Portrait of Michael Roberts. Edited by T. W. Eason, and R. Hamilton. 
Pp. xii and 72. 1949. Price 4s. 4d. 

THIS is six sketches of Michael Roberts, not a single portrait. There 
is an introduction by T. S. Eliot based on an obituary notice which 
was published in The New English Weekly. T. W. Eason contributes 
a biographical sketch and, with R. Hamilton, an appreciation of his 
four years as principal of St. Mark's College. M. F. Cunliffe writes 
about him as a schoolmaster and reveals Michael Roberts in a light 
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that can only have been knovvn to his pupils and colleagues. G. 
Pallister writes of his boundless energy in organizing camp and moun-· 
taineering holidays for his pupils. This chapter has much more ·jn

formation about his climbing than the obituary notice in The A lpi1ie 
J ournal of May 1949. There is a sensitive article by Brother George 
Every about him as a writer, illustrated with quotations. There are 
also a bibliography of his published works, a formal studio portrait 
and a characteristic holiday photograph. It is an admirable form of 
memoir with the different sides of his life described by different peopl·e 
best able to do so. The book is not in the bookshops ; it \Vas published 
by the College of St. Mark and St. John, Chelsea, from whom it . can 
be bought for 4s. 4d. 

CLAUD BICKN EL L. 

The E a1rly A lpine Guides . By Ron ald ClarJ<. Pp. 208, vrith 27 illustrations . 
M aps . Introduction by L ord Schust er . P hoenix I-Iouse, l Ad. , London . 
1949. P r jce xss. n et . 

THIS book is an account of some of the guides of the ' Golden Age··' 
and their successors. Their story has already been told in Pioneers of 
the Alps, and Mr. Clark has obtained most of his information from this 
and other alpine classics. 

After a survey of 'The Background to the Scene,' the author traces 
the career of Auguste Balmat, 'The Link with the Past.' lVIr. Clark j s 

not very accurate in his account of the early history of the Wetterhorn, 
which he has evidently drawn from the B ernese Obe1("land, Volume 2 · 6f 
the Clinzbers Guides. Later research has shown that this is far fron1 
correct. Wills made the fifth ascent of the H as le J ungfrau , and once 
again it must be repeated that this expedition is no longer ' generally 
accepted as marking the beginning of " sporting " as distinct frorn 
'' scientific " mountaineering.' · · ~ 

Franz Andermatten and Bennen , 'T,;vo ·v alaisans, ' are next dealt vvith. 
All that the author tells us about Andermatten can be found in Pioneers . 
Mr. Clark rightly points out that it is not easy to assess Bennen 's rank 
as a guide, but it is doing him less than justice to write that, when 
with T yndall he turned back on the Matterhorn in r86o, he merely 
remarked ' It is better to return .' The vital \Vords have been omitted 
from Mr. Clark 's account ; ' Ich denke die Zeit ist zu kurz.' Benne.n 
advised a return for a very definite reason , lack of time. 

When he turns to the Oberland, the author's chief difficulty must 
have been to decide whom he should omit. T hat Almer and Anderegg 
are chosyn goes without saying, and their careers are dealt with at 
greater length than those of any other guides. From the rest , he 
selects U lrich and Christian Lauener, Peter Bohren , and J oh ann von 
Bergen, as his principal subjects. Two or three others are mentioned 
briefly, including Peter Rubi, struggling up to the J ungfraujoch with 
' his head in a kind of pillory between two rungs of a ladder.' 

The account of the Chamonix guide system in Chapter 5 seems hardly 
necessary. Mr. Clark devotes several pages to Michel Croz, stressing 

2F 
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the high opinion that \'Vhymper held of this great guide. Michel and 
Alphonse Payot are dismissed in a few lines and the other Chamonix 
men to be mentioned are Auguste Simond, Edouard Cupelin and 
Fran9ois Couttet who, when he died, was not ' one of the more famous 
hoteliers of Switzerland.' 

A chapter on ' The Italians' is devoted principally to the Carrels and 
the Maquignaz, combined with the story of the Matterhorn. Emile 
H.ey's career is condensed into a page, and Lau_rent Lanier is con
spicuous only by his absence. 

Thus far Mr. ~lark has dealt with the guides by districts, and at this 
· · point a mention of the Engadine would have been welcome, but he has 

nothing to tell us about the early guides of Pontresina. 
Three guides are selected as ' Specialists ' ; Peter Knubel and Alois 

Pollinger of the Matterhorn and Ferdinand Imseng of Monte Rosa, 
but Imseng's fame was -vvon upon the east and not the south face of 
IV1onte Rosa. .A.lois Pollinger was more than a Matterhorn specialist ; 
' From the lonely hamlet of La Be.rarde to Sulden in 'firol his name 
was more than a mere household word.' ' From the Maritimes to the 
Reschen-Scheideck Pollinger has been leading guide,' to quote from 
his obituary in the ALPINE JOURNAL. 

Finally vve have a chapter dealing with guides who have travelled to 
· ranges overseas. Mr. Clark does not seem very sure of his ground here. 

l-Ie tells us that Zurbriggen visited both the Himalayas and the Andes, 
but makes no mention of his ascent of Aconcagua, or of his visit to 
New Zealand with Fitzgerald. 

The appendices· might well have been omitted or, preferably, greatly 
extended. Appendix A consists of two or three line 'Biographical 
Notes on Amateur Climbers.' Twenty-four are selected, but we look in 
vain for some of the great names of the past ; T. S. Kenned y, John 
Ball, Mors.head and Bonney are but a few of those who have been 
omitted. 

The second appendix comprises a . ' Table of Principal Ascents.' 
Mr. Clark's method of mentioning ' merely the most notable exploits 
described in The Early Alpine Guides of those men who were outstand
ing figures of the " Golden Age , , ' is unfortunate since it fails to give 
a true indication of the careers of the guides mentioned, and the details 
of those who took part in the various expeditions are not always com
plete. Had the appendix given particulars of the more important 
expeditions not mentioned in the book, it wo\}ld have been of far 

• greater Interest. 
·Unfortunately, the book is marred throughout by many careless· 

n1istakes and inaccuracies of which a few examples may be given : 

• 

P. z6. Jacques Balmat did not meet his end on the Mer de Glace 
but in the neighbourhood of Mont Ruan. 

P. 64. E. R. Whitwell, not F. F. Tuckett, made the first ascent of 
the Cimon della Pal a. 

P. 8:r. William M a thews did not make the first ascent of the Grand 
Combin. but the second ascent of the northern and lower summit . 

I 
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P. I65. The three brothers Knubel were killed on the Lyskamm in 
I 877 and not in I 876. 

Pp. I9I and I92. The first ascent of Mont Blanc from the Brenva 
glacier was made in I 86 5 and not in I 864. 

We are told on p. ·I I 7 that ' George Macdonald and Moo re ' were 
encouraged by Almer to undertake two great expeditions in I 862, the 
ascent of the Fiescherhorn and the crossing of the Sesiajoch. R. J. S. 
Macdonald did not take part in either of these expeditions ; had he 
done so, the omission of a comma would have been pardonable. 

Those valiant guideless climbers, the brothers Parker, are trans
formed into ' Sandbach and Parker' on p. I4I. These, and many 
similar errors, should be corrected in any subsequent edition of the 
book. · 

As examples of printer's errors, it is sufficient to cite Spaarhorn for 
Sparrhorn ; Koenig for Kronig, and Saas Major for Sass Maor. 

Most of the illustrations are reproductions of the photographs in 
Pioneers and five engravings from Scrambles are also reproduced. 

Mr. Clark's book may not contain anything of interest to those in 
possession of Pioneers, but in spite of its shortcomings it should be in 
the hands of all young mountaineers, for here they will learn something 
of the history of the Alps and of the men who made it. 

D. F. 0. DANGAR. 

Ski de descente (Technique Fran~aise). By Dr. A. Jacques, B. Arthaud . . 
Grenoble. 1950. 

THIS book is more C<?mprehensive than its title would imply, for nearly 
half is devoted to types of snow, avalanches, first aid and equipment. 
Through the whole of the first half, however, runs the main theme, 
namely the evolution and merits of the pure parallel turn, without 
stem, for which the modern French school claim credit and which has 
brought its skilled exponents the highest honours. It seems strange 
to one who first learned to ski under the auspices of the Arlberg school 
to find the trusted Stem-Christiania thrust so ignominiously into the 
background. The theory is that the pupil is, by a gradual process, 
starting with straight downhill , running and continuing with side
slipping (the author expresses the opinion that the oblique side-slipping 
movement is the basis for Christiania turns), taught the necessary body 
movements to carry his skis round without placing a ski in the stemming 
·position. It is true that there is, almost at the end of the first part of 
the book, a chapter on the Stem-Christiania, but the theme of the book 
is emphasised by the opening sentence, the translation of which reads-
' The description of the Stem-Christiania has been placed after that of . 
the pure Christiania because the Stem-Christiania is not necessary for 
the learning of pure Christianias. It is, in fact, the turn which the 
creators of the French method tried to suppress, for, if one once gets 
intp the habit of stemming, it is very difficult to rid oneself of it when 
trying to do a pure Christiania.' 1""'he author then concludes his 

2F 2 
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opening sentences on the Stem-Christiania by the remark that it is 
described by reason only of its historic interest. 

There are obviously considerable difficulties in the way of describing 
a turn such as the pure Christiania, which depends so essentially on 
body swing and is not characterised by any very easily definable move
ments, and the photographs, excellent as they are, inevitably give a 
false impression of the effort required by the average beginner to 
accomplish the turn. Indeed, the description of the ingredients of the 
pure Christiania contains some passages which would give the trans
lator food for intensive thought. A good point which the author 
makes is that, by being taught always to keep his skis parallel, the pupil 
runs less risk of sprains and breakages. 

In the second half of the book there is an elaborate chapter on 
slalom racing, and this is followed by a chapter containing a very prac
tical guide to type& of snow and avalanches (particular emphasis is laid 
on the dangers of wind-slab avalanches) and avalanche rescues. A 
chapter on skiing in relation to the human organism, dealing with 
effects of height, cold, etc., would repay careful study · by skiers and 
climbers alike, and the ' First Aid ' chapter is very thorough and in
cludes good diagrams of improvised stretchers. In fact, the book 
covers so many aspects of the sport that it is surprising not to find a 
chapter dealing with ski touring and mountaineering, choice of route, 
etc. ; and a few words as to emergency snow shelters if caught in a 
blizzard or benighted might have followed on those dealing with First 
·Aid. The difficulty of skiing with a loaded rucksack is also not touched 
on, but here we are presumably getting too far away from 'le ski de 
descente ' and the pure· Christiania, for the learning of which the 
rucksack is no doubt best left behind. 

The book is very well produced and printed, and a helpful emphasis 
is laid on the more important passages by printing these in heavier 
type. All those seeking to master the pure Christiania (and what skier 
does not?) should read it. The photographs are composite ones, showing 
the same skier in successive positions whilst executing a particular 
movement and are most effective. 

M. G. MEADE-KING. 

T'l.uo Mountains and a River. By H. W. Tilman. Cambridge University Press, 
1949. Pp. xii and 232. 82 Illustrations. 6 maps. Index. Price 21s. 

Two mountains and a river Rakaposhi, Muztagh Ata and the Oxus. 
A book for the traveller as well as for the ' mere ' mountaineer. 

Major Tilman's books tend to be short and the present volume only 
contains 228 pages. He sticks rigidly to the eternal present of the 
matter in hand and the reader will find no splash of purple in his ink. 
Yet he omits nothing vital to the tale. The author appreciates the 
delights of actual travel, of movement through country new to him
and us. The reviewer can vouch from personal knowledge for the 
excellence of the author's description of the ground covered by the 

• 
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opening chapters . This could not be bettered ; and probably that is 
true of the whole book. 

Civilisation and Progress have come to Central Asia and in conse
quence it is not lawlessness but the obstruction of an infantile bureau
cracy, an unpredictable octopus, which the traveller of to-day must 
overcome. In the old days the traveller might arrive : or like Dalgleish 
and Hayward he might be murdered on the way. To-day the diffi
culty is both to enter and to leave a foreign country or even one's own. 

Rakaposhi defeated a strong party consisting of Hans Gyr, Robert 
Kappeler, Campbell Secord, and Tilman. But they accomplished a 
most complete reconnaisance which may be for others the stepping
stone to ultimate success. The author's decision to turn back (p. 76) 
on the S.W. spur will be supported by most mountaineers of Hima
layan experience. The party had already reached, if not overpassed, 
the limits of reasonable risk. The author emphasises the happy fact 
that the Swiss and tlie English have practically the same sane attitude 
to mountains and mountaineering. 

After the disappointment of Rakaposhi the party explored for the 
first time the Kukuay glaciers north of Chalt, at the ill-mapped eastern 
end of the Hindu l{ush. Then the author crossed the Mintaka Pass into 
Chinese Turkestan and over the Taghdumbash Pamir on his way to 
meet Mr. E. E. Shipton, then British Consul-General at Kashgar. 
The description of these fascinating wilds and of the wandering Tajiks 
brings to the reader the true breath of Central Asia. 

The approach to Muztagh Ata is made with Mr. and Mrs. Shipton. 
On the peak itself they were defeated by cold, probably at only a very 
fe\v hundred feet from the top, Shipton being badly and Tilman 
slightly frost-bitten in the toes . The boot question for high altitudes 
is not yet solved. It might be worth while trying squares of felt or 
blanket to muffie the boots completely whenever the character of the 
snow would permit such a clumsy form of footwear. 

After enjoying the hospitality of the consulate at Kashgar the author 
leads us across the forbidding Chichchichlik plains to Tashkurghan 
and thence over the Wakjir pass into Afghan Wakhan, to visit the 
source of the Oxus. Here he was stopped by Wakhis, notoriously 
ungenerous folk, and sent by Afghan orders, and much against his will, 
to Sarhad and on to Ishkashim, where he was probably the first English 
visitor since Wood, 1 more than a hundred years ago. 

From Ishkashim he. is taken on to Killa Panja. From the Afghan 
bank of the Oxus he could watch Russian lorries travelling east along 
the motor road on the north side of the river. He had to follow the 
long road to Faizabad in Badakshan where he endured a tedious but 

1 See Lieut. (later Captain) John Wood: Journey to the Source of the R iver 
Oxus, 1841 (and second edition, 1872). During the winter of 1837-1838, Captain 
John Wood, accompanied only by native body-servants and grooms, sought 
and reached the source of the Oxus, his journey being made fron1 and to 
Kabul. He was the first European to reach the source since the time of 
Marco Polo, and, according to Sykes, Wood's journey initiated the modern 
exploration of Central Asia . Edito1· . 
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courteous detention by the Afghan authorities, whose military officers 
proved hospitable and friendly. At last permission came through from 
Kabul for his exit but only by the Dorah pass into Chitral, his in
tended route into Ishkoman being prohibited. Throughout all these 
trials and disappointments the author manages to retain both his 
temper and his sense of humour. 

The six route maps enable the reader to follow all these long journeys. 
Of the illustrations tnany are quite small, but by printing up to four 
on the same page we are given 82 photographs of places and peoples 
quite unknown to the ordinary reader. The book is admirably pro
duced by the Cambridge Press and free of mis-prints, though several 
of t~e text references to the plates appear to be incorrect. 

Readers may well regret that Major Tilman's long journey into the 
little known ranges of north-eastern Sinkiang is not included in the 
present volume ; but perhaps the author had ' official ' reasons for the 

•• • 
OffilSSIOn. 

T. G. LONGSTAFF. 

-
The Scottish 1Vlounta£neering Club's Guide to the Southern H ighlands. Edited 

by J. D. B. Wilson. Octavo. Pp. xi, 204. With 44 illustrations and a 
Map. S.M.C., Edinburgh. 1949. Price rss. 

THE Scottish Mountaineering Club's Guide Book, The Southern 
Highlands, completes the series of Guides which that Club proposes to 
issue, with. the exception of special detailed rock-climbing guides to 
certain areas. The original scheme as revised in I 93 I included a guide 
book to the Lowlands, but this was some years later abandpned as not 
being a suitable 'publication for a mountaineering club. 

The Southern Highlands covers all the country immediately south 
of the areas dealt with in the Central Ilighlands and the Cairngorm 
guide books, and extending as far south as what is usually described as 
the Highland Line, a line running roughly north-east from the Clyde 
estuary. 

The mountain areas of most interest to climbers are (I) the Arrochar 
group ; (z) the Crianlarich Hills, (3) the rfarmachans at Killin, and (4) 
the Ben Lawers group . The whole district includes 70 tops over 
3,ooo ft., of which 46 are classed as separate mountains or' Munros.' 

The Editor, Mr. J. D. B. Wilson, although dealing with a not very 
exciting area with large tracts of hill country in which there are few, 
if any, ' Munros,' has contrived to produce a most excellent book, 
charmingly written and full of interesting details . He gives a very 
good picture of the hills, the glens, the footpaths and the easiest ways 
to the sun1mit cairns. He avoids all difficult routes perhaps a little 
too much and rock-climbs ar banished to an appendix. However, 
as he says, there are no reallyedifficult summits in the area with the 
possible exception of the actua top of the Cobbler. 

Unfortunately the photographs are hardly up to the standard of the 
other guide books of the series. Out of the 44 illustrations at least I 2 

do not ' illustrate,' and have nothing to justify the expense of their 
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reproduction. If one compares. the brilliant frontispiece ' Ben Lui ' 
with the photograph of the same mountain on p. 68, or the lovely 
panorama from the summit of Ben Lawers on p. 109 with the view of 
Beinn an Lochain on p. 28 the truth of this criticism becomes apparent. 

H. MACROBERT. 

The Magic of Skye. By W. A. Poucher. I If X8i·. Pp. 223 and 148 Photo .. 
graphs. Chapman & Hall. 1949· Price 30s. 

THE appearance of yet another book of mountain photography by Mr. 
Poucher gives as little literary scope to the reviewer as to the author. 
Fortunately the pictures speak for themselves and as they occupy nearly 
twice as much space as the written word I can thoroughly recommend 
this book. If Poucher has nothing new to say about Skye, he has 
plenty to show. These pictures are far better than any I have seen of 
the Coolins ; the time of year helps no doubt, for they were taken in 
May, when the air is clearer and the sun more slanting, but above all 
the author knows his medium and has taken pains to wait for the right 
moment and to seek new and more interesting view-points not always 
an easy matter in the Coolin. 

This book reveals to me how right is my growing tendency to leave 
the taking of photographs to others. My photography is too often 
stimulated by physical emotion rather than by aesthetic appreciation, 
with the inevitable result ; but the maddening thing is that Poucher 
.always seems to succeed under the same conditions. Thus the photo-
graph I always take of the Loch in Corrie Ghrunda when I am 
excessively thirsty appears as a perfect picture in this book, with all 
the blue-green depths clearly visible. . 

A number of interesting pictures are included of the less often 
visited parts of the island in Trotternish, round the Storr and Quiraing. 
For those who have not been there before, there are concise introductory 
notes on the history, geo-, etym-, and other 'ologies of the island, while 
for the scrambler there are comprehensive instructions on how to 
avoid the best bits of climbing. 

The maps do not show the Glen Brittle road a curious omission. 

F. A. PULLINGER. 

Travels amongst the Great Andes. By Edward Whyrp.per. Edited with an 
Introduction by F. S. Smythe. Pp. 272. John Lehmann, Lon.don. 
Price 8s. 6d. · 

WHYMPER's great journey in Ecuador was made in the last month of 
1879 and the first half of r88o. His journal was published in six 
instalments in the ALPINE JouRNAL between November r88o and May 
r88z (see Volume X) ; in February r88r, the author described his 
ascents of Chimborazo and Cotopaxi at a special meeting of the Club 
held at the Royal Institution, and he read a paper on his travels to the 
Royal Geographical Society in May of the same year. The papers in 
the Journal were illustrated by photos. It was, however, not until 
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r8gz that the full account was published in two stately volumes, having 
been preceded by a book entitled How to Use the Aneroid Barometer, 
which embodied Whymper's experiences on the subject gathered on 
the journey. The first of these volumes contains the narrative of the 
expedition ; the second a description, with many illustrations, of the 
objects collected. 

These three volumes were reviewed at great length (though not a 
greater length than their importance justified) by Mr. William Matthews 
in the ALPINE JouRNAL of August,. r8g22 , and no useful purpose would 
be served by attempting to do the work again. The present edition 
is edited by the late Mr. F. S. Smythe. 

One of the principal objects of the expedition was to ascertain the 
altitude at which climbers begin to suffer distress from diminished 
atmospheric pressure, and how far it would operate as a barrier to 
attaining the loftiest summits of the world. Another was to test the 
use of boiling point observations, aneroids and mercurial barometers 
in determining mountain heights. 

On the first point, Whymper suffered severely from mountain 
sickness (though not from nausea or vomiting) and concluded that it 
was due to low pressure. Mr. Smythe says that his sufferings were 
due to lack of oxygen, not low pressure, and that he ' did not spend 
long enough at high altitudes on Chimborazo to become accustomed to 
the altitude.' Naturally in the 'seventies and 'eighties of the last 
century not nearly so much experience of this matter was available as 
at the present day. 

On the second point a cautious reviewer may, like Mr. Smythe, keep 
silent. Mr. Matthews was competent to discuss it and did so. It ap
pears to be established that Whymper's observations made substantial 
corrections in the heights attributed to the mountains which he climbed. 
Indeed one of the most noteworthy impressions made by the book is 
that Whymper was much better qualified in matters of natural science 
than might have been supposed from a mere perusal of Scrambles, 
where he appears rather as a man of iron (or more aptly steel) courage 
and determination and of technical skill than as a naturalist. 

This new edition is welcome. It is something of a feat to have 
reduced Whymper's first stout volume into so small a compass and yet 
to produce it in a readable type. The second volume has no narrative 
interest in it, and the plates in the first volume have been necessarily 
sacrificed. But Mr. Smythe was not an ideal editor for such a book. 
He was a most accomplished mountaineer, with an almost unrivalled 
experience of ~limbing at great heights outside Europe, and was a 
copious (perhaps a too copious) writer of Alpine books vvhich have had, 
and still retain, a wide popular appeal. But his lack of sympathy with 
Whymper as a man amounted to a positive dislike, and he was overfond 
of the cliches and half truths with which a certain school likes to be
labour the Victorian age and those '¥ho lived in it. Whymper was a 

2 A .J. r6. I 77 et seq . · 

• 

• 



• 

REVIEWS 433 

hard man probably only a hard man could have achieved what he did. 
He did not make friendships and some of his comments on his guides 
(J. A. and Louis Carrel), are harsh. Probably Jean Antoine, a mag
nificent cragsman, was a bad choice as a guide in a country where there 
were few crags and life was very unlike that of an Alpine valley. But 
it does not help us to estimate Whymper's achievement to be told that 
he did not love his wife ; and it is certainly not true that, with him, 
' things happened and they were chronicled, that was all.' It was by 
no means all. Things happened because he made them happen. 
There were strong men before Agamemnon and great men were stilJ 
to come. He stands among the strongest and the greatest. 

SCHUSTER. 

Alpinisme et Competition. By Pierre Allain. Pp. rs8. 320 frs. B. Arthaud, 
Grenoble, I949· 

IT was Henri Bordeaux who wrote: ' Chez nous, les Bayard ne meurent 
pas, ils se remplacent.' In one field or another Frenchmen must find a 
satisfaction of their need of heroic exploits ; that is why Louis Philippe 
had to make way for Napoleon Ill! The armistice of 1918, Pierre 
Dalloz tells us, deflected that need from war to mountaineering. The 
G .H .M. came into being, and the tradition of great achievement has 
been carried on. By example and by precept Pierre Allain has been a 
leader in this recent development and has done much to spread the 
technique and the intoxication of sustained suspension over space among 
the younger of his compatriots. 

Eight of the eleven chapters of the book are descriptions of difficult
! should say severe or very severe climbs. The names alone indicate 
their nature : South ridge of the Fou, South face of the Meije, North 
face of the Drus, Karakorams, Plan-Charmoz traverse, a check and a 
revenge on la Walker (Grandes Jorasses). The attempt on Hidden 
Peak above the Baltoro Glacier just failed to reach 7,ooo m. owing to 
bad weather. The rest is a tale of well and hard won successes. By 
now we have got accustomed in descriptions, if not in our own practice, 
to faces, cracks and open chimneys that are vertical or slightly either 
side of the vertical, and to climbers ' bar des d'acier de to us calibres,' 
though older readers with enduring memories of nights out may learn .. 
with some regret that ' le bivouac devient bourgeois.' Those who 
follow or may occasionally lead Allain are presented in the usual 
pleasant and generally ·complimentary fashion. The reference to one 
member of the party as ' delegue aux relations feminines ' is more 
elegant than the' Two '11 do ' in Abraham's account of the first ascent 
ot Twll Du. There is a chapter on Fontainebleau, a climbing ground 
unfamiliar to most British climbers, \¥here the climbs appear to be of 
infinite variety of difficulty and comparable in length to those of our 
Tonbridge climbs. vVhat is rather remarkable is Allain's statement : 

. 

' la decouverte de ces rochers fut pour moi une revelation.' It seems 
like discovering the wonders revealed by a telescope by looking through 

• 
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the wrong end. The chapters on Alpinisme and L'Alpiniste and de 
Segogne's preface help to explain it. In the latter we are told that the 
magnificent new achievements of Allain and others prove that moun
taineering ' cessait d'etre un art selon les uns, une religion selon les 
autres, pour devenir une science, au mains une technique.' For some, 
mountaineering may have been an art, for none, as far as I know, has it 
been a religion, though art and religion may have greatly enhanced its 
joys. But when an art or a religion has become a technique, we do not 
generally regard it as a change for the better. It is to be noticed, how
ever, that Allain himself writes : L'I-Iimalaya ! Le summum de 
l'alpinisme ! 

'Competition' in the title of the book does not imply racing, racing more 
exciting than flat racing, for the summit ; it refers to the spirit in which 
mountaineering is treated, and which comes out in occasional phrases : 
' L'un des notres nous confie, l'oeil tragique ; Lambert est aux Drus ! ' 
... ' J e les vois redescendre avec un egoiste sentiment de satisfaction, 

sentiment du reste nature! clans la competition et a qui l'on doit 
l'etablissement des performances.' 'Rien ne m'est plus, plus ne m'est 

· rien ·' indicates the depths of gloom into which Cassin's victory on la 
Walker casts Allain, at least for the moment. The story of the Matter
horn and many other objects of the climber's ambition tell us that 

: rivalry is no ne'v thing in our sport ; the difference is that here it is 
emphasised and extolled as the basis of achievement. Seen in its true 
perspective this is an interesting phase of mountaineering, especially of 
French mountaineering. It is even entertaining to see a young genera
tion displaying its panache, with a challenging slip on the cover of the 
book' Une prise de position qui n'aura pas toujours l'accord du lecteur.' 
We all have, or have had, our share of vanity, but de Segogne is being 
hardly fair in regarding those who are mildly critical of the latest daring 
exploits as' chagrines par les succes de plus jeunes qu'eux ' ; and Allain 
is surely maligning older climbers in speaking of them as ' alpimistes 
plus ages, dont la seule ambition est de conserver leur classe ' ! Let us 
hope that the author and his generation will not with time become ' les 
chagrines·.' What we have collected on the mountains is not so easily 
lost. Time does but refine it: The latest victories, whether they be 
won by greater skill or better equipment or both, only remove the dross 
of vanity ; the pure gold of gratitude remains. No one can devalue that . 

R. L. G. lRVING • 
.. 

The Cairngorms on Foot and Ski. By V. A. Firsoff. Pp. 279. Robert Hale, 
London, I949· 

No one, not from Aberdeen, \vill deny that the Cairngorms are by no 
means the most attractive hills in Scotland. The tops are too flat, and 
the cliffs . are too few, while tidal lochs, the chief charm of the west 
coast, are completely absent. Yet the author, through his skill as a 
photographer, and in choic·e of subject, has contrived to camouflage 
these defects ; and while most of his book ·is devoted to wanderings on 

· foot, and descriptions of the physical and historical aspects of the 

' 
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district, with due appreciation of the deficiencies of its rocks, it is only at 
the end that he reveals what is really in his mind The Cairngorms on 
Ski. But here, once more, they have their limitations, like all the other 
I-Iigh1and hills, in that while you may get passible ski-ing when there is 
snow and visibility, the odds are strong that tomorrow you won't get both. 

And to show how changeable the conditions really are, I will record 
some Easter doings, including those of three Vice-Presidents of the 
Alpine Club. No. I, bound for Aviemore through the Lairig Ghru, 
was very glad to get to Luibeg at r A.M., from where he had started 
after breakfast the day before ; and to snatch a few hours' sleep before 
completing his excursion in brilliant sunshine. Then No. 2, aiming at 
Cairn Gorm from G lenmore Lodge, never reached the foot of his hill, 
having been defeated by the two miles of intervening flat ; while on the 
very same day No. 3, happening to · be on ski, ran from the top of 
Creag Meaghaidh, not so many miles away, to the Loch Laggan road 
in less than ten minutes. And yet a fortnight later, No. 2 found Cairn
gorm devoid of snow. 

To quote ·other instances, No. I had to rope up on reaching the 
plateau of Braeriach, for fear that the cornice might be mistaken for the 
summit cairn ; while .the present writer has had to do the same thing in 
clear weather on Cairn Toul, when almost all the ground was coated 
with thick transparent ice, and owing to the wind it was impossible not 
to skate, even on the flat. Another year, with No. 3, and I think No. I, 

we glissaded from that top right down to the River Dee, a drop of more 
than 2,ooo ft., on perfect snow. 

Lastly, I vvill digress to a current topic, and ventilate some strongish 
feelings. The Cairngorms are really a glorified edition of the Cots
wolds, an elevated plain from which the burns have carved the glens ; 
so much so that the 2,500 foot contour encircling the six central hills, 
Cairn Gorm, Ben Macdhui, Braeriach, Cairn Toul, The Devil's Point, 
·and Sgoran Dubh, is I 04 miles in length, and encompasses an area of 
6o square miles. No wonder that these hills, projecting in no instance 
I ,8ooft. above this boundary line, are deficient as concerns their tops ; 
but that is no reason why those in authority at St. Andrew's House, 
while · scheming to make the Cairngorms a National Park, should pro
pose to obtain powers to close this very area the one above the con
tour to the public, as and when they will. Apart from the fact that 
a law against casual trespass, from which Scotland has hitherto been 
completely free, would then be established, Mr. Firsoff's book only too 
clearly proves that the land in question should be kept entirely open 
throughout the year ; for he deals with his subject in all its aspects, 
according to the seasons, and shows that these hills are well worth a 
visit at any time. Moreover he relies on his text for doing so, merely 
using his illustrations to illustrate, as the word intends ; in contrast to 
some authors, who depend entirely on their photographs, which have 
to be' written round,' as an editor would say, to complete the book. 

P. J. H. UNNA. 
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Guide de Tarentaise et Maurienne. By Jeanne et Bernard Leclerc. Tome 1 : 

Chaine frontiere du Col du Petit St-Bernard au Col du Mont-Cenis. 
Tome 2 : Massif entre 1' Is ere at 1' Arc, du Pas du Bouquetin au Col de ]a 
Vallee Etroite. Pp. 432 and 300, with 12 diagrams . Editions Audin, 
Lyon. 

FoR the guideless climber in the Tarentaise and Maurienne, the indis
pensable companion, hitherto, has been Commandant Gaillard's Alpes 
de Savoie, Volumes r and 2. Gaillard takes you thoroughly over every 
col and peak in the region, by every known route, in the wake of phan
tom climbers of such speed and skill that only on your best days can 
you hope to equal their times. Any detailed guidebook can, of course, 
be as much a curse as a blessing. I remember an extremely nasty 
stone-swept variation on the Pointe de l'Echelle, embarked on because 
we had tried to remember what Gaillard had said about a couple of 
vires and a plaque instead of using our eyes and our wits to pick out a 
good route for ourselves. 

Now, however, the traveller to these charming mountains round the 
Arc, the Doron and the Isere, will have a choice between Gaillard 
(revised, brought up to date, and now published by the Editions Lire, 
Chambery) and the new Guide de Tarentaise et Maurienne which Jeanne 
and Bernard Leclerc have compiled under the auspices of the F edera
tion Fran<;aise de la Montagne and the Lyons section of the C.A.F. 
At first sight, the reader will be struck by the similarities between the 
two guides, and may wonder whether there has been a superfluous 
duplication. The format of the new Guide is much the same as that 
of Gaillard's volumes, so is the grouping of mountains by massifs. 
The Leclercs, moreover, make clear their great debt to Commandant 
Gaillard, ' dont les travaux considerables forment une base indispensable 
pour quiconque veut etudier la T arentaise et la M aurienne.' Closer 
scrutiny, however, reveals various points of difference. The Leclercs 
add various facts not in Gaillard names and dates of first ascents, 
references to articles and illustrations in climbing journals and they 
have fuller details about the villages and huts of the district, though I 
think Gaillard is more helpful about high chalets. Most of the actual 
directions as to routes are shorter in the Leclercs they have none of 
those descriptions of summit views, speculations as to the origins of 
names, and so on, by which Gaillard occasionally lightens his strict, 
functional prose and they have many fewer diagrams. Their standard 
climbers are slightly slower than Gaillard's. Is the race degenerating ? 

Gaillard seldom gives any direct indication of difficulty, but with 
practise one becomes quite good at picking up hints by inference. 
When he says (of the Lepena) ' on pourrait a la rigueur utiliser ce 
couloir,' one hastily scans the climb or guidebook for an alternative 
route. Occasionally, too, a trace of feeling comes through the terse 
directions of the Leclercs : ' lisses et extremement inclinees ' conveys 
their warning not to go monkeying lightheartedly about the slabs of 
the Lepena ; and they speak with some urgency, I feel, of the 'p£ton 
peu solide ' on the N .W. face of the Grand Marchet de Pralognan 
(Gaillard : ' il ne merite aucune confiance '). They give their very 
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sensible reasons for not classifying the routes by degrees I to 6. Most 
of the standard routes in the district are relatively easy : rock faces are 
not so high, glaciers so big, nor aretes so long, as in the Dauphine. On 
the other hand the changing conditions of rock and snow exact constant 
attention~ even in the easiest places : ' de meme, les passages difficiles se · 
surmontent m£eux par une connaissance approfondie de la montagne que 
par une technique raffinee de l' escalade.' This I would most heartily 
echo. There is no better district for the AI pine novice tha,n the 
Graian Alps ; but the young climber who knows the Cairngorms in 
winter, or has found his way over the Arans or M am ores in mist and 
snow, is far better fitted to explore and enjoy the Tarentaise and 
Maurienne than the brilliant gymnast whose mountain experience is 
limited to rubbers and rock, however difficult. 

JANET ADAM SMITH. 

The Breaking Strain. By Hugh Merrick. Pp. 312. Constable & Co. Ltd., 
London, 1950. Price ros. 

THE breaking strain depicted in this novel is in morale, and not another 
story of a weak or badly managed rope. The tale is of a guideless party 
who, against advice, embark on a climb (Oberland district) when the 
three main factors that make for justifiability or otherwise in climbing
viz. the state of the weather, the condition of the mountain, and the 
climbing capacity of the party are all against them. Not unnaturally 
they get into difficulties and pay a heavy price. 

The book strikes us as one of the best mountaineering novels we have 
read ; the author obviously knows something of climbing and we are 
accordingly pleasantly free from the technical errors that too often dis
figure novels o~ this type. He handles the psychological elements of 
the story well, and any reader who has ever had to ' nurse ' a mountain
sick passenger on a climb will find the events recurring to his mind. 

T. B. 
A H istory of Mountaineering in the Alps. By Claire Eliane Engel. (Foreword 

by F. S. Smythe). Pp. zg6. Illustrations . . George Alien & Unwin Ltd., 
London. 1950. Price zrs. 

\VE have received a copy of this important book too late for review. 
A notice will appear in the November issue of the ' Alpine Journal ' . 

• 
Mountaineering Handbook. 

AN English translation is to be issued early this summer of Bergsteigen, 
a leading textbook on the technique of mountaineering published by 
the Central Committee of the S.A.C. in 1943. 0 

0 

The translation had been prepared and edited under the auspices 
of the .A .. B.M.S.A.C., under the chairmanship of Dr. N. S. Finzi, and 
an appendix dealing with British safety methods of rope management 
has been specially written by Mr. K. Tar buck. 

It will be published on I sth May by the Paternoster Press on behalf 
of the A.B.M.S.A.C. (168 pp., 90 diagrams; cloth bound; price 8f6d.). 

A review will appear in theN ovember number of the' Alpine Journal'. 
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